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Lesson 1

Rivers Don’t Run Straight

How do channel slope and water velocity affect erosion in streams and • 
rivers?
Why do streams meander?• 
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Very little meander
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Typical meandering

5



Current EventsWatching How Streams and Rivers Flow

Many meanders: a braided stream

6



Current EventsWatching How Streams and Rivers Flow

What is the meander process?

Exaggerated sketch of the screwlike 
path of a particle of water around a 

river bend

Path of current around
a river bend

Point bar

Zone of accumulation
or despotition

Circulatory current in water
flowing around a river bend

Zone of erosion

Concave bank
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What happens if you straighten a stream?
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