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In 1902, 4-H was founded upon the belief that young people can and do make a difference in the 
world around them when given the opportunity to succeed. Since 1908, the Texas 4-H Youth Development 
Program has worked to provide education, resources, experiences, and opportunities to 500,000 youth on 
average, each year. As the leaders of our Texas 4-H Youth Development Program and Texas 4-H Youth 
Development Foundation, we are proud of the opportunities provided to all youth over the past year. 
Because of the statewide support afforded by donors, leadership shown by AgriLife Extension Service 
personnel, and time generously given by 4-H volunteers, 4-H youth were able to succeed to new heights 
in the 2021-2022 4-H year. Texas 4-H Ambassadors and the Texas 4-H Council worked to “Make the Best 
Better” not only for the youth in the 4-H program, but for the entire state through educational opportunities 
and service worth more than $850,000. New programs were developed and successfully implemented, 
such as the “South Texas 4-H Camp” and “Night at NASA.” New members found their place in the clover, 
and returning members found new experiences, like Mayce Ball. Returning programs provided improved 
education and opportunity, like the “Show Partners” nonprofit. Overall, the 4-H year saw progress, not 
only in numbers, but in the young people involved. In returning to “normal” after the pandemic, growth was 
evident across the entire state as membership numbers and service hours increased. The 2021-2022 4-H 
year was a successful implementation of bringing together our heads, hearts, hands, and health, to provide 
life changing opportunities to all youth. Thank you for your part of making that happen. As we extend our 
gratitude for your support of the deserving youth in this exemplary program, we invite you to take a look at 
4-H beyond the horizon in this annual report. 

David White
President & CEO
Texas 4-H Youth Development Foundation

Montza Williams, EdD
Director
Texas 4-H Youth Development Program
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“4-H has helped mold, shape and heal Mayce in her medical journey,” 
Krecia Ball said. “Texas 4-H is not just a club or organization, it is a 
network of individuals working together to shape the next generation and a 
network of members working together to build up and support one another 

through life’s difficult moments and through the triumphs.” 
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Sophomore year of high school should mean 
an outing with friends on a Saturday night, feeling a little more 
confident in those senior level 4-H contests, or gossiping at 
the lunch table about the new cute boy in town. Sophomore 
year of high school should not mean shuffling in and out of 
hospital rooms, shifting passions to meet the needs of new 
physical challenges, or a terminal illness diagnosis.

Mayce Ball is a junior at Burleson High School and an 8-year 
Johnson County 4-H member. While Mayce’s sophomore 
year of high school brought everything except what she 
expected, she refused to let her new reality take over her 
positive outlook on life. 

“When I was first diagnosed, there were so many people that 
were in awe, or amazed by what I was going through, that 
they were able to do some crazy things themselves. I’ve seen 
that yes, I’m going through something, but look at the way 
it’s helping people,” Mayce said. “If I’m going through pain or 
whatever, but I’m still able to help people, that’s what I want 
to do. Just because you’re going through something doesn’t 
mean you have to go through it alone. There’s always people 
there with you.”

Since joining 4-H in the fourth grade, Mayce has tried her 
hand at a multitude of projects including beef, rabbits, poultry, 
public speaking, food challenge and food show, consumer 
decision making, and more. She currently serves as a Texas 
4-H Fashion and Interior Design Ambassador and is on the 
Texas 4-H Rabbit Advisory Board. However, her real passion 
lies in her longest standing project, agricultural mechanics. 

“I started off in 4th grade doing it and I built a live edge coffee 
table with the turquoise rocks in it and I kind of realized I 
really liked making furniture, specifically indoor furniture,” 
Mayce said. “All of those were out of wood, so I wanted to try 
something else and I started TIG welding. I made an outdoor 
patio set with a bench, rocking chair, and planter completely 
out of metal. Then I made a bedroom set out of metal and 
wood. This year I made a dining room set with a table, six 
chairs, a bar cart, and a light fixture.” 

While Mayce’s creativity and skill was always apparent, her 
ability to communicate that experience to the judges came as 
more of a hurdle…and a fire starter.  

“I didn’t realize you had to speak to the judges in ag 
mechanics so I was not too happy about that. The first year I 
totally did not say anything. I got last place because I did not

speak and that really made me mad, so ever since then I’ve 
spoken because I want to win,” Mayce said. “After that, I built 
a dining room table and got second and realized this is what I 
really want to do. The next year, I won grand with my recliner 
at county and then we went to San Angelo and I placed 
second in my class underneath the grand overall of the whole 
show. So, I think since then I realized that was my thing, ag 
mech and building furniture.” 

While most would stop there, Mayce is much too ambitious 
for the average path, and chose to also participate in the Calf 
Scramble to align with her multi-generational background of 
raising beef cattle. 

“I scrambled at the Fort Worth Stock Show and Rodeo 
and caught, so I picked my heifer out and got her around 
October,” Mayce said. “I showed a heifer named Bailey and 
it was about that time that I was having a lot of pain but we 
really didn’t know what it was.”

This is where the story shifts. 
After months of chiropractor 
cracks, dry needling, and 
physical therapy visits, still no 
answers were available for 
Mayce and her family, until a 
nurse noticed the lump on her 
neck. 

“We went to the doctor and 
the doctor thought I had 
cancer and sent me to the 
hospital,” Mayce said. “I 
was in the hospital for about 
a week and they told me I 
had cancer, and then the 
last day they changed it to 
Schwannomatosis.”

According to hopkinsmedicine.org, “Schwannomatosis is 
a type of neurofibromatosis and is a rare genetic disorder 
that results in multiple tumors that grow on the coverings 
of peripheral nerves throughout the body that can cause 
debilitating pain and neurological dysfunction.” 

“I had my first surgery about April and they removed the tumor 
on my back that was causing so much pain,” Mayce said. 
“After that, I continued to have more surgeries to take more 
tumors out so I wouldn’t have more pain.”

With no cure yet, the only option for pain management is 
removing the tumors that cause mobility dysfunction. Over the 
course of the past 15 months, Mayce has already endured 
8 removal surgeries at MD Anderson Cancer Center in 
Houston, and will continue to have more as more tumors 
arise. 

“I remember the first week when I was in the hospital, when 
they didn’t know what I had, all I wanted to do was go home 
and see my dog and my show heifer,” Mayce said. “4-H 
helped me get through that because I had something to look 
forward to when I got home. I had my heifer Bailey to go 
home to.” Before her medical journey started, Mayce had 
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been giving an educational presentation on genetic mutations 
in Angus cattle, ironically enough, being a similar situation to 
what she was then diagnosed with. As a young lady who does 
not enjoy the outward expression of emotion, her first district 
contest after beginning this medical journey came as both a 
shock and a learning experience. 

“I finished my speech and then they asked me ‘what’s the 
hardest thing you’ve ever been through’ and if you know 
me you know I hate crying, but I cried,” Mayce said. “I think 
the main reason I cried and the main reason I answered the 
question the way I did is because I realized that’s probably 
the hardest thing I’m ever going to go through. I feel like 4-H 
has really helped me through that because it was at a public 
speaking contest where I really realized ‘I’m going to have this 
for the rest of my life and I can’t change it.’”

Her first back surgery removed more than just a back tumor, 
but also Mayce’s ability to show her heifer Bailey. Mayce 
quickly re-shifted her focus and invested in her first pen of 
rabbits. 

“I guess I realized you can do other things through 4-H. It 
doesn’t have to be what you’re used to or just one thing,” 
Mayce said. “There’s so many things out there for so many 
different people who could be going through different things.”

Mayce feels thankful for the support she’s received from her 
County Extension Agents, volunteers, and fellow 4-H’ers in 
Johnson County and the Friendship 4-H Club.

“Last year, they were doing officer elections but I was going 
into the hospital, so they let me record my officer election 
speech and I ended up getting vice president,” Mayce said. 
“Any time I’m gone they always write me letters or send 
me videos or things so it’s really nice knowing I have them 
supporting me.”

Mayce’s Mom, Krecia Ball, is also in awe of the impact 4-H 
has made on her daughter’s unexpected life. 

“4-H has helped mold, shape and heal Mayce in her medical 
journey,” Krecia said. “Texas 4-H is not just a club or 
organization, it is a network of individuals working together to 
shape the next generation and a network of members working 
together to build up and support one another through life’s 
difficult moments and through the triumphs.” 

Mayce was placed in Cook’s Children’s Hospital, where she 
found herself lacking entertainment from

the dolls and coloring sheets offered to the children there. 
Rather than let sorrow overcome her, Mayce once again took 
a bad situation and turned it into something beautiful. 

“I was coming home one day and said ‘I think I want to start 
a nonprofit foundation to collect donations for kids my age 
of things they’re interested in and would want to do in the 
hospital,” Mayce said. “So, we started Mayce’s Mission and
since then we’ve collected several donations and taken truck-
loads of coloring books, markers, card games, board games, 
and other activities to Cook’s Children’s and MD Anderson.” 

To support the Foundation, visit the Mayce’s Mission 
Facebook page or find the Mayce’s Mission Amazon Wish 
List to donate straight from the list of what Mayce calls, “not 
only what kids need, but what kids want.” 

“It’s so exciting to get things in the mail of things people have 
donated,” Mayce said. “We collect all of those donations and 
then once we have enough we send them to the hospital.” 

As if she didn’t have enough on her plate already, Mayce has 
big plans for her Junior and Senior years of high school, like 
(hopefully) taking her Food Challenge team to Nationals and 
getting the Poultry Judging program kickstarted in her county.

“Outside of 4-H, I want to make furniture and do this as a 
career,” Mayce said. “I want someone to see a piece of my 
furniture and say ‘oh that’s so cool’ and the owner be able to 
answer ‘thanks, Mayce Ball made it.’” 

Even beyond that, though, Mayce aspires to attend Texas 
A&M University and major in Agriculture Business. Mayce’s 
biggest goal though, is, “I want to be called Dr. Mayce Ball 
one day.” 

While her medical journey is far from finished, her impact 
has been and will continue to be bigger than any tumor, 
procedure, or recovery. Mayce’s strength, courage, and 
passion for the Texas 4-H Youth Development Program 
resounds around the Nation as she hopes to encourage other 
youth that “in 4-H, there’s something for everyone.” 

“It doesn’t matter who you are, there’s something you can 
do,” Mayce said. “There’s a contest, something you can 
show, there’s always someone who’s going to plug you in 
and make you feel at home and I feel like that’s definitely 
what 4-H has done for me.” 
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SHRIMP HURRICANES

Jayden  I ng a l l s,  Be xar  Co un t y,  Di s t r i c t  10
Prep time: 30-45 minutes, Cook Time: 10-15 minutes, Cost: $2.17/serving 
1 pound peeled, deveined, tail-on, Colossal Raw Shrimp, thawed 
2 t Paprika
2 t Garlic Powder
2 t Onion Powder
2 t Thyme Leaves
2 t Oregano Leaves
1/2 t Cayenne Pepper
4 T Olive Oil + 1/2 t Olive Oil
1 1/2 t Lemon Juice
Himalayan Pink Salt, to taste
Peppereom Medley, to taste
1/2 baby-sized Zucchini Squash, sliced
3 ounces Andouille Sausage, sliced
7-8 Cherry Tomatoes
4 ounces Plain Greek Yogurt 
Parsley, minced
1 small lemon, sliced into wedges
Bag of bamboo skewers, preferably small

Thaw the shrimp in a small bowl of cool water. Turn stove onto low and heat non-stick frying pan. In another small bowl, 
combine the paprika, garlic powder, onion powder, thyme leaves, oregano leaves, and cayenne pepper. Reserve about 1 T 
of the mixture into a separate bowl. Next, remove any remaining shrimp peels or veins, but leave the tail-on. Put the shrimp 
into a separate bowl, and add 2 T olive oil and a few splashes of lemon juice. Then, marinate the shrimp with 5-8 pinches of 
the prepared mixed seasoning until fully coated. Add the himalayan pink salt and pepper medley to the shrimp, to taste. Slice 
the zucchini and andouille sausage into coin sized pieces. Place the cherry tomatoes and zucchini coins into a separate bowl, 
coat with 1 tablespoon olive oil and splash of lemon juice, and then marinate the vegetables with 3-4 pinches of the same 
prepared mixed seasoning until fully coated. Add the himalayan pink salt and pepper medley to the marinated vegetables, to 
taste. In another small bowl, combine 4 ounces plain greek yogurt with 1/2 teaspoon lemon juice, 1/2 teaspoon olive oil and 
1/2 teaspoon of the reserve prepared mixed seasoning. Mince the parsley and slice the lemon into wedges for garnishing. Set 
the yogurt mixture to the side and minced parsley with lemon wedges to the side. To assemble the shrimp hurricanes, take 
the skewer and stick the tail end of one piece of shrimp through the skewer, take a second shrimp and stick the same skewer 
through the head of the shrimp. Next, take either a tomato, zucchini, or sausage coin and stick it onto that same skewer, take 
the 1st shrimp head and stick it through the skewer and the 2nd shrimp tail through the skewer, making a pinwheel design. 
Repeat for the rest of the shrimp, tomatoes, zucchini and sausage coins. Once ready, turn the heat up 
on the stove to medium temperature, and coat pan with about 1 tablespoon olive oil. Cook for 
about 3-5 minutes on each side or until opaque in color. Top shrimp hurricanes with the yogurt 
mixture and garnish with a lemon wedge and a sprinkle of parsley. Yields 4-5 servings.

Food Show 
State Champion
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GRILLED STEAK POWER BOWL

Rebec ca  Ca t l in ,  B razo s  Co un t y,  Di s t r i c t  9
Prep time: 30 minutes, Cook time: 30 minutes, Cost: $3.59/serving

6-8 oz. boneless shoulder steak, cut to ½ -1 inch thick
Marinade: ¼ cup Italian dressing and 2 tsp steak seasoning
1 Tbsp unsalted butter
1/2 cup red bell pepper, diced
1/2 cup yellow bell pepper, diced
1/2 cup green bell pepper, diced
1/2 cup red onion, diced
4 Roma tomatoes, diced 
1 can black beans, drained and rinsed
1 can sweet corn, drained and rinsed
1 medium or large avocado, sliced or diced
1-2 garlic cloves, minced 
1 Tbsp lime zest 
3 Tbsp lime juice (about one lime) 
1/4-1/2 tsp. kosher salt
1/2 cup cilantro, roughly chopped 
2 tsp. olive oil
1 package of brown, red, and wild rice with quinoa blend

Instructions:
Sprinkle steak seasoning on all sides of the steak and pour Italian dressing over the top. Place in a 
shallow dish and cover with an airtight lid or plastic wrap. Place in fridge for at least 1 hour before grilling 
or overnight for best results. Create Veggie Blend - In a large bowl, combine all vegetable and seasoning 
ingredients and stir well. Allow flavors to marinate for at least 30 minutes. Cook 1 package of brown, red, 
and wild rice with quinoa according to box instructions. Grill steak – Take steak out of the refrigerator 
about 30 minutes before cooking so it has time to come to room temperature. Place the steak(s) on the 
lightly-oiled surface of the grill and cook for about 3 min per side or until they've reached the desired 
temperature. About 2 minutes before the steak is ready, place about 1 tablespoon of butter on the top, 
and brush the melted butter around the steak. Let the steak(s) rest for 5-10 min after cooking, wrapped 
in foil to contain the heat. Build Power Bowl – Combine ½ cup of cooked brown, red, and wild rice with 
quinoa blend, 1 cup of veggie blend, and top with strips of grilled steak for one 
serving. Serve immediately. Makes 2-3 servings.

Food Show 
State Champion
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Thirty youth, five adults, four islands, and no less than 
a lifetime of memories… welcome to the Texas 4-H Livestock and 
Equine Ambassador Hawaii Agricultural Experience. 

On August 1, 2022, 30 selected youth and the Texas Youth 
Livestock and Agriculture team boarded a flight that would embark 
them on the adventure of a lifetime in Oahu, Big Island, Maui, 
and Kauai, Hawaii. Kelley Ranly and Billy Zanolini, PhD., AgriLife 
Extension Specialists, lead the Livestock, Equine, and Poultry 
Ambassador programs for deserving youth like Luke Sanders from 
Brazos County 4-H. The following conversations allow an inside 
look to the Hawaiian agricultural experience. 

Kelly Ranly
Q- Give us an overview of the Ambassador programs. 
A- The Texas 4-H Livestock and Equine Ambassador Programs 
provide high school aged 4-H members the opportunity to develop 
and practice advanced leadership skills related to mentoring 
other youth and serving as advocates for animal agriculture and 
the equine industry. Through collegiate level training and hands-
on experience, Ambassadors are equipped with the skills and 
knowledge needed to serve as educators in their community and 
stewards of the industries.

Paradise 
with 
a
PURPOSE

Q- What was the Hawaii Agricultural experience? 
A- Each year, Ambassadors who have completed both the first 
and second phases of the ambassador programs are eligible 
to apply for the third phase of the program, a domestic or 
international experience. The Hawaii Agricultural Experience was 
the third phase experience chosen for those eligible to attend in 
2022. 

Q- Why was this trip taken? 
A- In designing the Hawaii Experience, our primary goal was to 
gain an understanding of diversity and complexity of Hawaiian 
agriculture. We wanted to explore marine life and volcanic features 
to understand how that impacts farming and ranching in the state. 
We also looked to investigate the regulations and challenges 
Hawaii faces with regard to water, environment, transportation 
and other components, and then compare those to what we see 
here in Texas and on the mainland in general. Of course, we also 
wanted to observe Hawaiian culture and understand more about 
the history of the islands.

Q- How was the agenda curated?
A- Planning for the Hawaii Agricultural Experience began about 
eight months prior to the trip. Our team had an excellent group 
of folks both on the mainland and in Hawaii that were graciously 
willing to give their time, energy and effort to make this an 
incredible experience for our youth. The agenda was curated 
by first determining primary goals and desired outcomes of the 
experience. Our team was then able to communicate those goals 
with industry leaders, university contacts, 4-H personnel, and 
program sponsors to gain insight and make connections with 
folks they recommended. As the conversations continued, new 
opportunities arose, connections were formed, and the agenda 
took its’ shape thanks to the whole team.
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Q- What were the learning outcomes for the youth?  
A- As a result, 97% of participants said that they gained more 
extensive knowledge and understanding of the agriculture 
industry. Additionally, 96% of students stated that they found the 
importance of verbal communication while studying in Hawaii, and 
98% felt they gained content that they could not have achieved in 
another program.

Q- Is there anything else that describes this trip? 
A- One of our Ambassadors said it best when he said: “When I 
stepped off the plane on the first day, my butterflies of excitement 
were accurate. The ten days ahead of me would be some of the 
most thrilling and fun days I have ever experienced. The Hawaii 
Agricultural Experience provided a plethora of new knowledge and 
information regarding Hawaiian agriculture that I will effectively be 
able to convey to peers and the public. Nevertheless, the impact 
and influence of people, places, and memories have shaped me 
into a better human and advocate for perspectives, relationships, 
and agriculture.”.

Luke Sanders
Q- Introduce yourself and your 4-H experience.
A- I attended the Hawaii Agricultural Experience as a Livestock 
Ambassador. I’m a senior at A&M Consolidated High School and 
in Brazos County 4-H. In 7th grade I joined my first 4-H club and 
attended my first meeting. I got into livestock judging and then the 
next year started showing goats and got involved in the veterinary 
science project and contests like livestock skill-a-thon and 
livestock quiz bowl. I really fell in love with the industry and 4-H 
because I truly found a family in 4-H. The Livestock Ambassador 
program has been my favorite so far. It has been the best 
program, the most intense and highest quality program.

Q- Tell me about your experience 
on the Hawaii trip. 
A- We got to travel to different 
production agriculture sites and 
different ranches and cattle 
operations, but we also got to see 
a lot of other Hawaiian agriculture 
and just culture and learn a lot 
about how policy works in Hawaii 
and how their communities work. 
It was very eye-opening to all of 
us. I was expecting the scenery 
to be cool and some of the places 
to be cool, but I didn’t expect the 
people to be as amazing as they 
were. 

Q- What was your favorite part of the trip?
A- So my favorite part of the trip was the people. Not only the 
people in Hawaii, but my fellow Ambassadors and just really 
getting to connect with them for the ten days.

Q- What did you learn on this experience?
A- I would say the biggest thing I learned from the Hawaii trip to 
takeaway and apply in life is what Mrs. Loni (owner of Kapapala 
Ranch on Big Island) taught me, that perspective is everything. 
Mrs. Loni looked at the bigger picture to fix her problems, and it 
just really taught me that taking a step back and looking at things 
again, understanding it from a different perspective, is so vital 
not only in life, but also in the agricultural industry as we move 
forward.

Q- Describe this experience in one word. 

A- They taught us Ohana means family in Hawaiian, so if I could 
describe this trip in one word, it’s Ohana because of that family 
bond we all had. Every place we went, every person we connected 
with, I just felt like we had that bond and that family aspect to it. 

Q- Is there anything else that describes your experience?
A- I truly appreciate this experience and everything that 4-H has 
done for me. I can honestly say I would not be the same person 
without 4-H. I know it’s cookie-cutter, but honestly from the bottom 
of my heart, 4-H has changed me for the better.

Billy Zanolini, PhD.
Q- What do these ambassadors gain from this experience? 
A- The ambassadors gain a sense of perspective, purpose, 
and a place in agriculture. Our goal is for youth to come away 
understanding where and how they can serve as a voice for 
agriculture and policies that may impact our way of life. These 
youth better understand that agriculture is far-reaching and 
complex in varying environments.

Q- Why do you value taking an agricultural experience trip with the 
Livestock and Equine Ambassadors each year? 
A- Growth happens when you travel and get outside your comfort 
zone. Going places allows students to gain new perspectives. 
Traveling makes Ambassadors stronger advocates because of 
experiences.

Q- What goes into the “vision” stage of these trips? 
A- We have to go somewhere different. We are chasing new 
ideas and alternate backgrounds to better prepare our students for 
challenges and opportunities ahead. Our team focuses on places 
that are currently facing challenges that Texas will encounter in the 
future. TYLA travel experiences are fast paced and packed with 
education. These are not vacations! Ambassadors return home 
exhausted – they are certainly tested mentally and physically.

Q- What is one experience that sticks out in your mind?
A- The Kapapala Ranch on Big Island was one of the most
intriguing visits of any experience we have ever had at TYLA, 
period. There, we met an incredible cattle and goat rancher, Lani 
Cran Petrie. Sure, the country was beautiful and unique, but it was 
the discussion with Mrs. Petrie that moved our program forward. 
She challenged my thinking on invasive species and introduced 
new ideas regarding regenerative agriculture. Her thoughts and 
convictions on working with the land and the creatures living on it, 
changed my mind.

Q- What ideas or plans can you share about the 2023 trip? 
A- We are going international for sure. In December, the TYLA 
Vision Committee will be considering South Africa, Australia, and 
Argentina/Chile for 2023. 

While the sand has settled from this year’s trip, new experiences 
are always on the horizon for the Livestock and Equine 
Ambassadors. To learn more about or support any of our eight 
Ambassador programs, visit the Texas 4-H website.
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EQUINE
21 Active Ambassadors

HEALTHY 
TEXAS YOUTH

172 Active Ambassadors

FASHION & 
INTERIOR 

DESIGN
15 Active Ambassadors

LIVESTOCK  
137 Active Ambassadors

The Texas 4-H Ambassador 
     programs offer high    
        school aged youth    
          learning oportunities 
           in eight different
            project areas. Youth
         are selected statewide 
            and work to learn, 
                serve, and 
                   complete   
                     immersive
                      experiences 
                       such as    
                      domestic and
                      international 
                         trips, 
                             trainings, 
                               and 
                                 more. 
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WATER 
60 Active Ambassadors

Total Monetary Value 
   of Ambassador 
    Service and  
     Education -    
      MORE THAN
        $855,450

        People Reached       
            Via   
              Ambassador   
               Service and 
                Education –
                 MORE       
                  THAN          
                    33,522

PHOTO 
29 Active Ambassadors

SHOOTING 
SPORTS 

53 Active Ambassadors

STEM 
29 Active Ambassadors
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	 Four months ago, the political system abhorred me. I had 
only heard of politicians not doing their jobs, and the process of 
passing a bill was merely information I would have to memorize for 
my next social studies test. However, all of this would change after 
attending Texas 4-H Congress. When I first heard I was selected as 
Speaker of the House, I was ecstatic: I would be able to end my 4-H 
career on a high note! As the event drew nearer, though, panic and 
dread quickly set in as I realized I had no idea what I would be doing, 
let alone the process of passing a bill into law or how a congressional 
session was run, for that matter. Nonetheless, I begrudgingly arrived 
in Austin with the rest of the leadership team a few days prior to the 
rest of the participants, and, after an introductory workshop to the 
legislative process and our responsibilities, my fears were slightly 
eased. It was during this time that I fell in love with the legislative 
process. The rigid complexity fascinated me, and my peers and I 
spent hours debating bills and discussing the process. Finally, the 
participants began to arrive. I dug deep into my resources. Early 
mornings and late nights were spent reading over the bill book, 
studying parliamentary procedure, and watching both United States 
and Texas legislative sessions so that I was thoroughly prepared for 
the days to come. Despite feeling like I could have prepared even 
more, the time for the first business session came rather quickly, 
I took a deep breath and tapped the oversized gavel on the pad. 
Soon, I was thrown into a whirlwind, albeit strictly organized and 
ordained, of debate, voting, and procedurals. I had the privilege of 
sitting in on some of the committee hearings, and to see the bills, 
and their respective debates, brought before the entire House of 
Representatives was truly awe-inspiring. Even during the more heated 
bills, the level of decorum and debate that was maintained was 
remarkable. I still am baffled that I was the one presiding over all of 
it. During the recessionary periods in which the districts caucused for 
voting, I marveled at the process. From writing the bills, all the way to 
them being voted on, I watched it all unfold, and learned more about 
the legislative process than I ever could have in a classroom or from a 
textbook. It took me actually sitting in the leather chair, at the front of 
the House of Representatives, under the star-shaped chandeliers, and 
holding that massive gavel for me to actually realize how much I loved 
it all. 
	 Three months ago, I would have scoffed at the idea of 
making a career out of policy or politics. Now, because of those 
three days, I know for certain that that is what I want to do. I may 
have entered Texas A&M University as a Neuroscience major, but, 
after realizing that it was not the path for me and reflecting back 
on my time at Congress, I now have realized that I want to go into 
politics and policy, with a focus on international agricultural policy. 
Texas 4-H Congress presented the legislative process to me in a way 
that enthralled me. Not only did it teach me the ins and outs of the 
process, but it made me roll up my sleeves and actually live it, which 
is an experience that few outside of the organization can say they have 
done. Congress was truly a life-changing experience, and I will be 
forever grateful for the organization that allowed me to experience it.

Texas 4-H Congress is a mock legislative experience 
held at the Texas Capitol in which 4-H youth learn about 
the legislative process in the most immersive way. By 
assuming the roles of Govenor, Speaker of the House, 

Lieutenant Governor, Committe Chairs, Representatives, 
Senators, the Press, and Lobbyists, the youth attendees 

spend four days in the chambers with bills written by their 
peers debating, discussing, and passing bills to have them 

signed by the Texas 4-H Governor. 

39 ADULT ATTENDEES

198 YOUTH ATTENDEES

20 YOUTH IN LEADERSHIP TEAM

10 LOBBYISTS

14 PRESS CORPS MEMBERS

Lieut enant  Governor , 
Hanniah Norl ,  was 

s t r icken wi th emo t ion 
up on wearing the 

cove t ed “green j acke t ” 
for the f ir s t  t ime. 
One month lat er , 
Hanniah recieved 

her own green j acke t 
a s  a  member o f  the 

up coming Te xas  4-H 
Council. ,  calling i t 

“a dream come t rue.”

Miranda Skaggs of Brazos County served as Governor 
of the 2022 Texas 4-H Congress. Hanniah Norl of Walker 
County served as the Lieutenant Governor, and Logan 

Baker of Bexar County served as the Speaker of the 
House. Logan’s capstone 4-H experience provided more 

than a fun time with friends. Logan left the event with 
a new outlook on politics and his career. The following 

narrative is what Logan shared about his experience and 
what he gained. 

“
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Kollier Miller
Carson County, District 1

President

Amy Kaye Mathis
At-Large Delegate
1st Vice President

Brinley Allison
Mclennan County, District 8

2nd Vice President

Berkley Carver
Hale County, District 2

Campbell Offield
Hale County, District 2

Morgan Earthman
Knox County, District 3

Ashley Riddle
Clay County, District 3

Vivian “Paige” Qualia
Val Verde County, District 6

Owen Seidenberger
Glasscock County, District 6

Alexandria “Allie” Kalina
Runnels County, District 7

Sarah Wood
Bell County, District 8

Addie Brown
Bee County, District 11

Mackenzie Poncik
Fayette County, District 11

Lily Ford
Hidalgo County, District 12

Avery Fohn
Cameron County, District 12

TEXAS 4-H 
2021-
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Miranda Skaggs
At Large Delegate

Secretary

Georgia Bezner
Dallam County, District 1
Public Relations Officer

Trevor Gibbs
Runnels County, District 7

Health & Safety Officer

Charlee Proctor
Collin County, District 4

Joseph “Caleb” Harris
Fannin County, District 4

Riley Beaver
Houston County, District 5

William “Joshua” Jones
Smith County, District 5

Emma Smith
Lee County, District 9

Kara Hernandez
Brazoria County, District 9

Savay Sexton
Gonzales County, District 10

Carson Crenwelge
Gillespie County, District 10

Logan Baker
At Large Delegate

Carson Smith
At Large Delegate

Anna Vela
At Large Delegate

Carly Watson
At Large Delegate

2022 
COUNCIL
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The Texas 4-H Youth Development Foundation was 
proud to award more than $2.9 million in scholarships to 231 
deserving 4-H graduates in 2022. 

Lance Holloway from Shelby County 4-H in District 5 was a 
10-year 4-H member, participating every year he was eligible. 
Holloway walked the Roundup stage in June 2022 as the 
recipient of the Davidson Foundation $20,000 scholarship.

“I started off doing shooting sports and showing livestock. 
I showed pigs and then later on in my high school career, I 
showed lambs as well,” Holloway said. “In shooting sports, I 
shot from the time that they would let me in to throughout high 
school.” 

He also participated in livestock judging, virtual fishing 
tournaments, and photography contests, alongside holding 
leadership positions such as Vice President and Secretary for 
the Shelby County 4-H Club.

“4-H taught me networking skills, being able to meet and talk 
to people throughout the state. And also, learning things like 
shooting sports, which is something I can always do,” Holloway 
said. “Showing animals taught me that success takes a lot of 
hard work, spending hours working towards something and 
hopefully succeeding. But also, that even if you don’t succeed, 
it’s still worth it putting in all the work. It makes you feel like 
you’re a part of something.”

Holloway said that receiving this scholarship meant that 
everything he did paid off in the end; that “it was all worth 
it.” Holloway is currently a freshman at Texas A&M University, 
majoring in Business with hopes of going into the supply chain 
management field. 

“I’m not quite sure what my future will hold yet, but after 
graduation, I want to get a job somewhere back in the east 
Texas area, in hopefully the agriculture field, or just a business 
career in general,” Holloway said. “I’m also on the trap and 
skeet team, which, from what I’ve learned in 4-H, I’ve kind of 
carried that over into the team for Texas A&M.”

Holloway is thankful for his time in 4-H and recognized that 
the many opportunities presented to the youth in the Texas 
4-H program would not be possible without the support of the 
many donors. 

“First off, I want to tell them thank you for contributing to one of 
the best programs for kids. I think 4-H is an amazing thing for 
meeting friends and learning valuable things that you can take 
with you throughout your life,” Holloway said. “What I would 
say to the donors is just thank you for donating to such an 
organization that is helpful to so many youth in Texas.” 

To learn more about the scholarship program, or to give back 
to the deserving youth of Texas 4-H, visit texas4hfoundation.
org. 

The Story of a Scholar
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Give now to support 4-H youth like Lance.
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Ag Worker’s Mutual 
Auto Insurance/TCAAA

KATELYN JOHN

Annette Louise Couch 
Scholarship

ELISA RANLY

HANNAH MOHR

Bill Piehl Memorial
LACY PHILLIPS

Bob Benson Memorial
MACHAYLA PARKINSON

Caldwell County 
Education Fund

LANI WRIGHT
EMILY FRASER
TARRAH MUNSCH

ABIGAIL MURPHY

David Earl Peebles Memorial
ASHLEY RIDDLE

BAILEY SEESENGOOD
BRADY WILSON
HUNTER HUX
JACY ROESSLER
KARLI KAASE
KENDALL BONE
KOOPER HANSARD
KYLEE HENDERSON
LANCE HOLLOWAY
MACKENZIE NOWELL
STAYTON HAGEN
TAYTE OGLETREE
ZACHARY GRAY
Davidson Foundation

COLE ADAIR
KELBI LINDLEY
SKYLER WATTS
THOMAS MEYER

Dickson - Allen Foundation

LILLIAN MEIER
Doyle Warren

ZOE RUTLEDGE
Elinor Harvey Memorial

ARIEL ZOLTON
BRANDELYN COCHRAN
CAMERYN JONES
RIEN MAZUREK
Farm Credit Associations of Texas
JULIA DAVIS
Floyd Lynch Memorial

CARYOLYNE SAVAGE
COLTER POHLMAN
DALTON HAMILTON
EMILY SKELTON
JESSALYN PAYNE
KODI DAVIS
MACI LAEDEKE

Fort Worth Stock Show 
and Rodeo
AMANDA HOFFMAN
BENNETT JANSSEN
BODIE VICARS
CARLY WATSON
CARSON CRENWELGE
COOPER SUTTON
GRACE HOWE
JUSTIN SPEIS
LESLIE ZAHN
MACKENZIE LEE
RILEY SIDERS
WESLEY WAGES
Ft. Worth Stock Show 
Syndicate

ANNIE FALLON NATHAN HAMPTON
SCHAFER SPRINKLE
SHELBY PIENIAZEK
ZOE MAURER

WYATT HOOVER
AINSLEY SCHRAEDER

MILES NEELLEY

2		  0				    2						      2

Texas 4-H
Foundation
Scholars

Photo by: Peyton Smith, Brazos County, Motion/Action Champion
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AMANDA HOFFMAN
BENNETT JANSSEN
BODIE VICARS
CARLY WATSON
CARSON CRENWELGE
COOPER SUTTON
GRACE HOWE
JUSTIN SPEIS
LESLIE ZAHN
MACKENZIE LEE
RILEY SIDERS
WESLEY WAGES

NATHAN HAMPTON
SCHAFER SPRINKLE
SHELBY PIENIAZEK
ZOE MAURER

BRINLEY ALLISON
Garland & Mildred Powers 
Memorial
CADEN CARVER
JULIE BLACK
Gov. Bill & Vara Faye 
Daniels

BRILEY STREY
STEPHEN MURPHY
Heart O’ Texas Fair & 
Rodeo
SAVANNAH RABE
Hiram McGee Memorial
AARON WILFERT
ADDEE WILLIAMS
ADDIE BROWN
ALEXANDRIA KALINA
ANNA MUCK
ARIANNA WATSON
ASHLYNN MESSER
AYLIN GONZALEZ
BAILEY HELMER
BRAYDEN HENRY
BRENDI BROWN
BRINLEY ALLISON
BRYAN PEREZ
BRYLEE TORRES
CALEB CAVAZOS
CAMPBELL OFFIELD
CAROLINE HOLTMAN
CARSON MANNING
CASON GUTHRIE
CHARLEE PROCTOR
CHLOE MCLELLAN
DAYTON ALLEN
DELAYNA HOLD
DYLAN HARTMAN
ELIZABETH HAEGELIN
FAITH LAUDERDALE
GARRETT VAN DYKE
GRACE WILDE
HEATH HARRIS
IVEY BASSHAM
JACEY WEINHEIMER
JASON MAREK
JETT BRADFORD
JULIA GILLIAM
JULIA MACMANUS
KARA HERNANDEZ
KEELY MIKOLAJCHAK
KENNEDY HOBBS
KIERSTEN REED
KINSEY GARDNER
KOLLIER MILLER
KYLEE BROWN
LANE HILLERT
LAYTEN GRAHAM
MACEY HAHN
MACY NARRO
MAGGIE SPIKES
MARY SPINHIRNE
MASON CAVE

NATHANAEL HALL
NOAH RODRIGUEZ
PAIGE LANGLEY
REESE MAZUREK
ROBERT BAUER
SADIE DESSELLE
SADIE HINZ
SARA JONES
SARAH LINDLEY
SUNNY COWLEY
TREVOR GIBBS
TREY HOFFMANN
TRINITY HOOVER
TRINITY MEADOWS
WAYLON HINZE
WILL SISCO
WILLIAM ANDERSON
Houston Livestock Show 
and Rodeo
JETT BRADFORD
KINSEY GARDNER
KOLLIER MILLER
WESTON HINZE
Jason Spence Memorial
ELIZABETH PAYTON
KYNLEE WINKELMAN
Johnie Schulte Memorial
COOPER DORRIES
RACHEL SAMEK
KHC Family Foundation
ARIELLE BENNETSEN
Lytle & Nancy Kay Tom Family
DANIEL LEE
Marcus & Adriana Hill

AARON KENDRICK
ALISON BECKER
BROOK GOSS
GAVIN ARNOLD
HAILIE BROCK
HARLEIGH STRACK
JOHN PAUL WHITAKER
KATELYN EDGAR
LESLIE TORRES
NOAH JOHNSON
SAMUEL BELT
TAGAN RAMSEY
SHITNEY MOODY
WYATT MANDRELL
WYLIE BARRETT
McLean Estate

BAILEY LAMB
PEYTON SMITH
SYDNEY SCAMARDO
Producers’ Cooperative 
Association
ANDREW KUROSKY
ANNA VELA
BAILEA REEVES
CALLIE POWELL
CATHERINE WENSKE
CHRISTIAN DORSEY
COLLIN CALLAGHER
DELANEY GREEN
EMILY ROBERTSON
ERIK DIETERICH
GEORGIA WILLIAMS
GIANNA ALDRETT
JACIE GUERRERO
JACK SPOOR
JAKE SIMPSON
JAMES BODINE
KARLI SIPTAK
KATE PHILLIPS
KAYLIE CERDA
KELLEN RUSHFELDT
KYAL BROWNE
LANEY HALL
LAURA JAMES
MAKAYLA JONES
MAKAYLA MATNEY
MATTHEW FRANKLIN
MEGAN CLARK
MELISSA TERGERSON
MICHAEL KIRK
MORGAN DREYER
RACHEL LEWIS
REECE HENSLEY
REILLY AMSLER
WYATT DREWS
ZOE WALKER
Richard Wallrath 
Educational Foundation
JOHNATHON GOODE
Rodeo Austin

EMILY DAGUE
HADLEY HARRIS
HAILEY LUENSMANN
JAXON GROVE
KARA WOFFORD
LINDEE MILLER
MADELINE MCFARLAND
RYAN ROEHLING
TANNER OWEN 
THOMAS WHITE
WESTON HINZE
San Antonio Livestock 
Exposition
BRENT KANAK
BROOKE ELKINS
GRANT GARZA
JAXON GROVE
KACIE MORRISS
KASEN BOYD
MATTISYN TOWNSEND
MONTGOMERY CAIN
NATHANAEL HALL
ROBERT BAUER
RYAN PENA
TREY HOFFMAN
San Antonio School Tours
JACLYN FERREL
Stanley & Geneva Schaeffer
MARLEE BROOKS
Steve Jones Memorial
BARRETT BRADSHAW
BRYNN MIKULENKA
Stiles Farm Foundation
CALEB HICKS
JOHN POLSTER
Texas 4-H Foundation
JAMES COLVIN
Texas 4-H Foundation Clover 
Club
DELANEY MORRISON
Texas 4-H Foundation 
Development District 3
ADRIAN GARCIA
MARK HOLTMAN
Texas Association of Extension 
4-H Agents
ALLIA RIDDLE
PAIGE STANKO
Texas Brush Country - SCI
TREA PETERSON
WILLOW GOLDSMITH
Texas Farm Bureau
HOLLY ALDERSON
Texas Grain and Feed 
Association
DYLAN SIONE
Texas Thoroughbred Educational 
Fund
TANNER OWEN
Will Looney Memorial
KAILEY MCDONALD
Wyndham Hotels & Resorts

BARRETT HANSELKA
CALLIE WELTY

IVEY BASSHAM
JACEY WEINHEIMER
JASON MAREK
JETT BRADFORD
JULIA GILLIAM
JULIA MACMANUS
KARA HERNANDEZ
KEELY MIKOLAJCHAK
KENNEDY HOBBS
KIERSTEN REED
KINSEY GARDNER
KOLLIER MILLER
KYLEE BROWN
LANE HILLERT
LAYTEN GRAHAM
MACEY HAHN
MACY NARRO
MAGGIE SPIKES
MARY SPINHIRNE
MASON CAVE
MATTHEW SELF
MATTIE SANFORD
MICHAEL CHALOUPKA
NATHAN KERTH

MATTHEW SELF
MATTIE SANFORD
MICHAEL CHALOUPKA
NATHAN KERTH

21



ANNUAL REPORT | Page

C
R

E
A

T
IN

G
 

O
P

P
O

R
T

U
N

IT
Y

 
C

R
E

A
T

IN
G

 
O

P
P

O
R

T
U

N
IT

Y
 

4 
A

L
L

4 
A

L
L



ANNUAL REPORT | Page

4 
A

L
L

4 
A

L
L       My main focus is to give every kid that opportunity to 

have a good life,” Brazos County 4-H volunteer, Tchlendra 
Williams said. “So, if that’s what I can do every day, that’s 
what I am going to do.”

“Ms. Lynn” has volunteered for the 4-H program in Brazos 
county for 10 years alongside her husband, creating 
opportunities for youth from all walks of life. Some of her 
involvement as a project leader and club manager for the 
North Bryan New Birth Baptist 4-H Club include Fashion and 
Interior Design, Food and Nutrition, Youth Entrepreneurship, 
Photography, Leadership, and Community Service, just to 
name “a few.”

“We don’t have many volunteers in our club, so if the kid 
wants to do it, I volunteer to lead it. We’ll do one project 
this week and one project next week until we cover all the 
projects they want,” Williams said. “As long as the kids love 
doing it, I’ll do it, even if it has me strung from one end of 
Bryan/College Station to the other.”

While her passion is volunteering in any way she can, 
her hunger for 4-H developed because the program was 
something that all six of her kids could find their unique spark 
in. With three kids still in the program, there’s no end in sight 
as she made it clear “they’ll do 4-H until they can’t anymore!” 

“It’s something that everyone could do and everyone loved 
and we were always together as a family. It’s something we 
could all do together as a family and have fun at it, and they 
thrived,” Williams said. “Great opportunities kept coming their 
way through 4-H, so we stayed with it and I’m going to stay 
with it, even after my kids are all graduated.” 

Ms. Lynn is more than just a 4-H Mom, though. She’s 
“a basketball Mom, a church Mom, the Mom who does 
everything,” and also was a foster Mom for 15 years. 
Throughout that time, she and her husband, Bobby, 
welcomed 56 kids into their loving home, adopting six of 
them, even though Ms. Lynn really wanted to keep every 
single child that found solace under her roof. 

“Within two weeks of getting licensed, we got a knock on our 
door with [our first son], and then we took his sister in. We 
have three sets of siblings now,” Williams said. “We adopted 
our first one, some in between, and our last one. That was 
also a way of giving back and helping kids and I wouldn’t 
change any of it.”

Williams’ passion for giving back comes from a place of 
gratitude for the individuals who helped raise her. 

“Me, my Mom, my other six siblings, my Grandmother, and 
my Grandfather all lived in a three-bedroom home,” Williams

said. “Everyone in the community helped raise us, so I can’t 
do anything but help to raise other kids.”

Williams shared that one reason she loves 4-H is because “it 
offers opportunities for kids from all genres.” As an example, 
Williams shared the story of one 4-H youth who came into 
the program with a bad attitude about trying new things, and 
left with a completely reinvented life trajectory. 
 
“Even though she didn’t want to go, she went to the district 
Leadership Lab and stayed overnight on the Texas A&M 
Galveston campus. That trip was maybe the best thing that 
happened in her life,” Williams said. “It inspired her so much 
that she is now attending Texas A&M Galveston studying 
marine biology. It encouraged her to go to college and that 
sticks with me.”

Williams shared she could “do 4-H forever if every kid came 
out inspired like that.” One of her passions in 4-H is working 
with the Heroes for Health program, teaching youth simple 
ways to live a healthier life. Her involvement in that program 
even took her all the way to Washington D.C. with her 
daughter.

“I had never even traveled out of state before in my life, 
until I got involved in 4-H. My goal has always been to travel 
and it’s helped me reach my goal,” Williams said. “Having 
the opportunity to go and learn things and bring them back 
home to make 4-H here better, as well as take things to 
other people, was a great opportunity. If you’re helping kids, 
if the opportunity comes to the kids, it’s also going to come 
to you.”

Williams recommends the 4-H program to all youth and 
adults alike, but understands jumping in to lead a project can 
seem daunting and has a few pieces of advice to offer new 
volunteers.

“As a volunteer, do the projects you love and the ones 
that make you happy. Also, get the training! The more you 
learn, the more you can teach,” Williams said. “Seek other 
volunteers to help you, too. If you’re struggling, don’t be 
afraid to ask for help.”

With no end in sight for her 4-H experience, the youth of 
Brazos County 4-H and beyond will continue to reap the 
benefits of their star volunteer, Ms. Lynn, who truly gives 
from every ounce of her heart. 

“I just love what I do and I don’t mind telling people what I 
love to do. Being part of 4-H happens to be one of the things 
I love to do,” Williams said. “Making kids happy and helping 
them succeed. If I could do it all day I would. That’s just what 
I love doing.”

“My main focus is  t o give every kid that 
opp ortunit y t o have a good life.”

“
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4-H VOLUNTEERS HELP 
LEADERS BLOOM.

The Salute to Excellence Awards were created to recognize, celebrate, 
and thank the outstanding Texas 4-H volunteers who have, and continue to, help 
4-H youth blossom. Volunteers lead clubs, teach project areas, and mentor. They 
are often a sounding board for youth. They provide guidance in and out of 4-H 
programming and, often, the encouragement that keeps a young person striving 
towards their goals. 

Of the more than 29,500 registered volunteers in 2021-2022, 34 of those were 
recongized throughout our statewide Salute to Excellence awards. One or two 
volunteers are selected from each district for the Salute to Excellence district 
awards. The Meritorious Service, Leader Legacy, Commendable Service, Citation 
for Outstanding Service, and Texas 4-H Alumni awards are chosen on a statewide 
basis. These recipients have provided a multitude of positive experiences for youth, 
in their own unique ways. 

Enjoy learning more about the recipients in the following pages, based on what their 
nominators had to say about their service to 4-H. We want to thank all 4-H volunteers 
for their impact on 4-H youth year-round.
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Kelvin Britten is the 
best volunteer in the 
Armstrong County 4-H 
program by far. His love 
for the kids and educating 
is beyond compare. 
He continues to take 
members to district and 
state contests through 
the archery program 
while teaching lifelong 
skills along the way. 
He has been a vital 
part of the Armstrong 
County 4-H Shooting 
Sports Club for almost 9 
years. He is one of the 
hardest working, loyal, 
respectful individuals 
I have ever had the 
pleasure of working 
with. He would drop 
everything he is doing 
to come and help you if 
you asked. He averages 
about 40-50 kids a year 
in our shooting sports 
program and continues 
to add more. Archery 
in Armstrong County 
is one of the most 
popular and in-demand 
projects offered. It is all 
because of Kelvin and 
how good he is with 
the kids. The kids look 
up to him and respect 
him. He has played a 
big part in their lives and 
has taught them many 
lessons. He was also a 
great part in our lamb 
and goat projects a few 
years ago. He provided 
knowledge and skills to 
exhibitors to better them 
in the show ring.

Angela Spinhirne has 
been a 4-H volunteer 
in Oldham County for 
ten years. Through 
those 10 years she 
has volunteered for 
many different projects 
and activities. She has 
been the head project 
leader for our Bottle Calf 
Project for 5 years. In 
those 5 years she helped 
revamped the record 
book, for that part of 
the project, and helped 
the agent expand the 
learning opportunities 
by helping co-host/host 
monthly practices, 4-5 
months out of the year 
that focus on the three 
components of the 
project: showmanship, 
interview, and record 
book. Not only does she 
help with the Bottle Calf 
project, but she also 
helps with many other 
projects, community 
service activities, and 
fundraisers that are 
hosted through or for 
4-H. We are grateful for 
the time and effort she 
puts into the Oldham 
County 4-H program.

Gary and Kristy Henniger 
have been involved with 
the Lubbock County 4-H 
program for the past 
12 years. During this 
time, they have served 
as club managers, 
project leaders, Parent 
Leaders Association 
Officers, and volunteers. 
They are always happy 
and willing to help, 
providing a very positive 
environment and 
experience for the youth 
and adults that they 
have worked with. They 
have left a significant 
impact on the Lubbock 
County 4-H program 
and continue to “Make 
the Best Better” through 
their 4-H involvement.

Sheila Birdwell has 
and continues to be 
an influential leader in 
Jack County 4-H. She 
began her volunteer 
service along with 
another parent to start 
a 4-H Club in Bryson, 
Texas. What is most 
amazing about this act 
of service is her son was 
not even old enough yet 
to be in 4-H at the time, 
however; she
recognized a need 
and set out to make 
a difference in the 
community. Sheila 
has compassion and 
dedication to helping all
4-H members 
accomplish their goals, 
she has not only helped 
4-H members further 
their project work and 
contest experiences,
but also helped with 
other youth events in the 
Jack County community.

Laurie Washburn has 
been a 4-H Volunteer 
and Wise County Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service Support Staff 
member for 15 years. 
In her volunteer role 
with Wise County 4-H, 
Laurie’s expertise in 
the Fashion and Interior 
Design Project has been 
shared with many 4-H 
members, and she is also 
a wealth of knowledge 
in other project areas. 
Laurie has also been 
a huge asset for the 
4-H program and the 
Extension Office when 
the office had a turnover 
in 4-H agents. Wise 
County is incredibly 
lucky to have Laurie as 
a continued volunteer in 
their program!

Kelvin Britten 
District 1

Salute to Excellence

Angela Spinhirne
District 1

Salute to Excellence

Gary & Kristy Henniger
District 2

Salute to Excellence

Sheila Birdwell
District 3

Salute to Excellence

Laurie Washburn
District 3

Salute to Excellence
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Nikki Milam is a 10-
year 4-H volunteer from 
Collin County, District 4. 
Her three kids, Ashlyn, 
Kayla, and Grant were 
drawn into 4-H through 
the Horse, Vet Science, 
and Shooting Sports 
projects. When needed, 
Nikki stepped up as the 
Field and Stream 4-H 
Club Manager, and the 
coach for Hippology 
and Horse Quiz Bowl. 
While her two daughters 
graduated from 4-H, she 
has continued to coach 
Archery and Horse Quiz 
Bowl every week. This 
year she traveled across 
the country to Ohio to 
coach the Texas 4-H 
National Qualifying Quiz 
Bowl Team.

LaTonia Arris has been 
a champion for Fannin 
County 4-H for 10 
years. In her time as a 
4-H volunteer in Fannin 
County, Mrs. Arris has 
been a proven leader, 
founding a new 4-H club 
and serving as Club 
Manager. In her capacity 
as Club Manager, 
Mrs. Arris has been 
extremely successful in 
recruitment, establishing 
the Fannin 4-H Club 
as the largest and 
most active club in the 
county. Within her club, 
she leads numerous 
projects, notably the 
Food and Nutrition and 
Consumer Education
projects in which she has 
led several 4-H teams 
to honors at county, 
district, state, and other 
major contests. One of 
her strongest qualities 
is her ability to develop 
relationships with 4-H 
members, helping them 
to grow and achieve. 
She is shining example 
of 4-H, making the best 
better.

Christi Grandgeorge 
is an outstanding 4-H 
volunteer that surely 
bleeds green! She grew 
up in Angelina County 
4-H and has been a 
dedicated leader for the 
past 10 years. She works 
diligently at club and 
county 4-H events and 
has been a tremendous 
asset at major livestock 
validations, a 4-H 
Momma to every kid, 
a Club Manager, and 
never turns down an 
opportunity to tell others 
how great 4-H is. She 
attends 4-H camp as a 
chaperone and has as 
much fun as the kids
themselves regardless 
of how little sleep she 
has had. She is always 
willing to do what it takes 
to make the 4-H program 
work. Since her own 
children have outgrown 
the program, she has 
become certified as a 
4-H archery coach to 
help grow a struggling 
archery project in the 
county. There is no 
distance too far, no night 
too late, or number of 
livestock to validate that 
scares her away. She 
is a County Extension 
Agent’s dream volunteer 
leader, and it is with 
great pleasure that 
we honor you, Christi! 
Thank you for your hard 
work and dedication to 
our program.

Sheryl and Marty 
Herrington have been 
4-H volunteers in Newton 
County for over eight 
years. In that time, they 
have made tremendous 
strides in advancing the 
County 4-H program 
and creating new and 
exciting opportunities 
for the youth. They 
chartered the Newton 
Area Youth Gun and 
Bow Club and, since its 
inception, have received 
close to $30,000 in grant 
funding. They are the 
epitome of what Texas 
4-H volunteers should 
be. Excited, reliable, 
trustworthy, honest, 
hard-working, inclusive, 
and as Sheryl will tell 
you - they bleed Green. 
Newton County is lucky 
to have them!

Rowdy and Michelle 
Ballard have devoted 
many years of service 
to Val Verde 4-H. Mr. 
Ballard served as a 
Shooting Sports coach 
for 15 years. Mrs. Ballard 
served as a Food & 
Nutrition project leader 
for 15 years and went 
on to serve as the Food 
& Nutrition coordinator 
for 11 years. She has 
led the Photography 
Project for 10 years and 
has served as Livestock 
BBQ Chairman for 12 
years. All three of their 
children have been 
or are currently active 
members of Val Verde 
4-H. Mr. and Mrs. 
Ballard have continued 
the legacy of service to 
the 4-H organization, 
modeled by their 
parents, one of which 
is still currently serving 
as a shooting sports 
volunteer.

Nikki Milam
District 4

Salute to Excellence

LaTonia Arris
District 4

Salute to Excellence

Christi Grandgeorge
District 5

Salute to Excellence

Sheryl & Marty Herrington
District 5

Salute to Excellence

Rowdy & Michelle Ballard
District 6

Salute to Excellence
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Ben and Meredith Taylor 
have been a vital asset to 
the Coleman County 4-H 
Shooting Sports project. 
The Taylor’s serve as 
certified shooting sports 
instructors, and have 
been instrumental in 
coordinating weekly 
practices for the past 
fourteen years. They 
have helped recruit 
additional volunteers to 
the program and secure 
various equipment to 
enhance the program. 
Ben and Meredith 
have worked tirelessly 
to secure grants and 
additional funding to 
build silhouettes and 
backstops for the 
shooting program. 
Through their leadership 
over the past fourteen 
years, approximately 
600 4-H youth have 
been involved in the 
shooting sports project. 
Ben and Meredith have 
coached and hauled
youth to numerous 
contests, where several 
youth including their 
own kids, have been 
named champions.

Sandra Pfeuffer is an 
avid supporter and 
advocate for the Tom 
Green 4-H Program. 
During her time as an 
adult leader, she has 
made a positive impact 
on all the youth and 
adult leaders she meets. 
She has dedicated 
many years of service 
as a club manager, 
project leader for Range 
science, leadership, 
and soil judging to 
name a few. If you are 
ever in need, she is the 
type of person to drop 
everything and assist.

Evelyn Steglich of 
Holland, Texas has 
been a tremendous 
leader in the Bell 
County 4-H program 
for over 12 years. Her 
knowledge, background, 
and willingness to help 
have truly expanded 
the programming reach. 
Serving as the Holland
4-H Club Manager 
and the Bell Livestock 
Coalition Treasurer,
she takes pride in 
recruiting youth, offering 
high quality club level 
experiences, and 
motivating members to 
pursue district, state, 
and national recognition 
in project areas. Her 
passion for the swine 
project, ag literacy 
education, and all things 
youth development have 
made her and her family 
an irreplaceable
asset to the Bell County 
4-H program.

Wes Allision has been 
a 4-H volunteer for 14 
years in McLennan 
County and has served 
as a club manager, 
project leader, coach, 
member of the 
Leadership Advisory 
Board, Livestock Task 
Force, Fair Board 
Member, and Adult 
Leaders Committee. 
He has overseen and 
helped manage over 
1,000 4-H youth and over 
250 adult volunteers in 
his time spent as a club 
manager. He has been 
instrumental in starting 
the local 4-H scholarship 
program where over 
$5,000 is given annually 
to graduating 4-H 
members, as well as 
growing the annual 4-H 
fundraiser to help raise 
funds for 4-H members 
to attend contest and 
camps.

Melody Daniel has 
been a volunteer adult 
leader for the Winkler 
and Loving County 4-H 
members for over 16 
years. She currently 
leads the Fashion and 
Interior Design Project 
Meetings with up to 15 
4-Hers participating. 
She has taken many 
4-H members and their 
projects to the district 
level Roundup and
traveled to the 
ReFashion Retreat 5 
times with as many as 
10 4-H members. She 
has helped with District 
contests, hauled 4-H 
members to and been a 
chaperone at 4-H camp, 
Re-Fashion Retreat, 
showmanship camps, 
helped with projects 
such as Consumer 
Decision Making, 
Photography, Food 
& Nutrition, Shooting 
Sports and more. 
Melody is a 20-year 
Veteran and has led 
many programs teaching 
4-H members what it 
means to be patriotic. 
She and her husband 
have sponsored many 
4-H members’ projects 
throughout the years 
helping them to learn 
what it means to raise 
an animal correctly for 
stock shows, instilling 
traditional values such 
as work ethic and 
compassion into them.

Melody Daniel
District 6

Salute to Excellence

Ben & Meredith Taylor
District 7

Salute to Excellence

Sandra Pfeuffer
District 7

Salute to Excellence

Evelyn Steglich
District 8

Salute to Excellence

Wes Allison
District 8

Salute to Excellence
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Tchlendra Williams or 
simply known throughout 
Brazos County as Mrs. 
Lynn has been an active 
club manager at North 
Bryan New Birth Baptist 
Church 4-H for over 7 
years. In that time, the
club has had 
representation on 
the national level 
at the National 4-H 
Conference, Heroes 
4-Health Convention, 
and National 4-H 
Congress all in 
Washington, D.C. On 
the state and county 
level, her club members 
regularly attend Youth 
Leadership Lab and 
Junior Youth Leadership 
Lab (PVAMU), the 
statewide Healthy
Living Summit, District 
9 4-H Roundup, and 
Texas 4-H Roundup.

Chance Abercrombie is 
an alumni of the Hardin 
County 4-H Program 
and is now carrying on 
the tradition with his 
children. The first to 
offer a helping hand to 
new families, no matter 
what that looks like, he 
truly wants to see his 
4-H family succeed.
Active across all 4-H 
programs, he is also 
a member of the Adult 
Leaders Group, and 
he spearheaded the 
donation of a building to 
the Hardin County 4-H 
Program. His dedication 
to make sure the youth 
of Hardin County have 
all the opportunities as 
larger communities, 
has even led to his 
certification by Texas 
4-H in the Rifle area to 
bring back a program 
that has been missing 
from the county for 15 
years. Mr. Abercrombie’s 
help and support is 
unmatched and he 
brings excitement to all 
programs he is involved 
with.

Jennifer Wyle served 
as a club manager for 
Kendall County 4-H 
and has extended her 
knowledge to grow 
the Meat Judging 
program. Jennifer goes 
above and beyond to 
build confidence and 
knowledge for students 
in the 4-H program. 
Through her passion 
and dedication to the 
meat judging teams she 
has successfully helped 
4-H members qualify for 
serval national contests 
which most recently led 
them to the American 
Royal where they 
received the Champion 
Team title and 1st, 2nd, 
3rd, and 4th high
individuals in the 
contest. With this 
success students have 
been noticed by several 
colleges to continue 
their education. Through
Jennifer’s leadership, 
this will benefit 4-H 
members in their future 
careers, and we are 
forever grateful.

Wendy Schmidt has 
a huge heart for the 
mission of 4-H, its 
community and its 
youth. To work beside 
her is to know her 
passion for people and 
service. She strives to 
lead, teach, encourage, 
promote, and love 
others as evidenced 
by her service to all. 
She has served 4-H at 
the county level, in the 
county office, Travis 
County Youth Show, 
as Regents 4-H Club 
Manager, and she works 
closely with the Buyers 
Group that supports our 
club and many others. 
She leads teams in 
Consumer, Ag ID, and 
Wildlife Judging. She 
opens her home and 
resources regularly for 
study/practice sessions, 
project workdays and 
fellowship – not just for 
our club members, but 
for others as well. She 
works enthusiastically 
to bridge gaps, meet 
needs, and make things 
work. She has helped 
our club to grow to 66 
members. Last year 
she helped our club to 
establish a scholarship 
fund for our seniors that 
will continue forward. 
Our youth thrive largely 
because of her and on 
behalf of our club, we’d 
be lost without her!

Elizabeth Sommerfeld is 
the volunteer every 4-H 
organization dreams of. 
She always says yes, 
she always says, “how 
can I help?,” and always 
has the best interests 
of not only her children 
but all the youth within 
the organization. She is 
a parent volunteer and 
also a project leader. 
She has always stepped 
up when others have 
failed or stepped down. 
Jackson County 4-H 
cannot thank Elizabeth 
enough for everything 
she does for us. Thank 
you for always being 
there!

Tchlendra Williams
District 9

Salute to Excellence

Chance Abercrombie
District 9

Salute to Excellence

Jennifer Wyle
District 10

Salute to Excellence

Wendy Schmidt
District 10

Salute to Excellence

Elizabeth Sommerfeld
District 11

Salute to Excellence
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Angela Smith Bull 
has served in various 
capacities throughout
the past 11 years. Her 
involvement started as a 
parent where she quickly 
realized the value of the 
4-H program. Mrs. Bull’s
contribution to the 
program includes club 
leader for the Wild Horse 
Desert Club, horse 
judging coach, supporter 
of the little food pantry, 
and having served on 
various committees.

Elena Valles is a wife 
and mother of three 
girls that she has raised 
in the Texas 4-H Youth 
Development Program 
within La Salle County. 
She and her family 
reside in the small 
town of Encinal, TX, 
population of 540. Elena 
has been the Encinal 
4-H Club Manager for 
15 plus years, stating 
she knew what 4-H was
before enrollment went 
into effect online. Over 
the past 15 years, 
Elena has overseen 
countless club officers, 
fundraisers, and
4-H OneDay events. Her 
passion for youth work 
is in her heart. Elena 
strives to match her 
passion with purpose to 
empower
tomorrow’s youth.

Doug Borgo is a 
volunteer in Nueces 
County that has put 
forward everything for 
the success of the kids. 
Doug is a Mounted 
Border Patrol Officer 
that knows what it is like 
to serve and protect. Mr. 
Borgo helps to teach 
the 4-H members some 
of the same things he 
has learned over the 
years. Doug is the club 
manager of the Nueces 
County Archery Club 
as well as a coach for 
the archery team. He 
has helped put on the 
Cotton Country Classic, 
a prospect show in 
Nueces County. He has 
also helped to run the 
4-H booth at the Home 
and Garden Show. 
Promoting 4-H and 
promoting the teaching 
of our future leaders is 
what Doug loves to do.

Doug Borgo
District 11

Salute to Excellence

Angela Smith Bull
District 12

Salute to Excellence

Elena Valles
District 12

Salute to Excellence
Brazos County 
Extension Agent, Flora 
M. Williams, has a 
passion for the 4-H 
program. Flora goes 
above and beyond to
provide opportunities 
for the 4-H youth. Her 
tireless dedication to this 
program is the highlight 
of her nomination, along 
with her uniqueness in 
accomplishing so much 
in the time she has been 
employed as the Brazos 
County Family and 
Community Health
Extension Agent. Her 
quiet humility makes it 
easy to overlook her
significance and the 
asset she has been to 
her community. She
c o n s i s t e n t l y 
demonstrates reliability, 
quality of work, initiative, 
and professionalism in 
all she has accomplished 
as an Extension Agent, 
and the successes of 
Brazos County 4-Hers 
are her living legacy.

Flora Williams
Meritorious Service

Darlene Locke not only 
believes in positive 
youth development, but 
puts her belief into action 
with each program, 
activity, or training she 
provides. Darlene’s goal 
is to lay a foundation for 
youth to succeed in the 
present and the future. 
She continually looks for 
innovative, engaging, 
and fun ways to help 
youth reach their full
potential. Even though 
she has taken on roles 
outside of the 4-H 
program, she continues 
to work tirelessly for the 
youth of Texas and Texas 
4-H. The international 
focus, global citizenship 
structure, research 
connections, and risk 
management
knowledge are vital 
pieces of 4-H. Darlene 
does a tremendous job 
of keeping members 
and parents engaged as 
well as keeping faculty 
members on track. Her 
passion for providing 
new and exciting 
opportunities to youth is 
contagious! 

Dr. Darlene Locke
Meritorious Service

29



ANNUAL REPORT | Page

David Holt has spent 
his adult life sharing his 
enthusiasm for the
outdoors and his passion 
for Shooting Sports 
and Competitive Rifle 
Shooting to multiple 
generations of Lubbock 
County 4-H
youth and their families 
for the past 49 years. It is 
with great pleasure that 
the Lubbock County 4-H 
Awards and Recognition 
Committee nominated 
David for the Leader’s 
Legacy Award.
His dedication and 
passion for the program 
are evident as he 
donates so much of 
his time and effort to 
the Lubbock County 
and District 2 4-H Rifle 
project.

David Holt
Leader Legacy

Linda Brinlee, Club 
Manager of the Bonham 
Texas Star 4-H Club 
within Fannin County, 
has been a 4-H volunteer 
for 32 years. Linda 
strives to provide 4-H 
programs and activities 
that club
members are interested 
in and will benefit from 
in their future 4-H 
membership and lives. 
Linda also ensures 
that her co-managers 
and project leaders 
are always included in 
project activities and 
lessons. Linda’s club has 
continued to be active in 
many projects including 
robotics, dog training, 
rabbits, goats, poultry, 
and service. Linda has 
led a large community 
service project in the 
county for many years, a 
Christmas day meal for 
the community, and she 
strives to include 4-H 
members in the planning 
and implementation of 
this great community 
service event which
benefits the community 
as well as the youth.

Linda Brinlee
Leader Legacy

Karen Fangman is 
the Oldham County 
Administrative Assistant 
and has held this 
position for the past 
12 years. Karen is a 
hardworking employee, 
and she greatly cares 
about the Extension 
program in Oldham 
County and its residents. 
You can always find 
Karen supporting our 
local businesses and 
promoting our Extension 
program at the same 
time. When
you walk into the Oldham 
County Extension office, 
you can guarantee that 
you will be greeted with 
a smile and a happy, 
“Hello!” Karen is the 
number one supporter 
of the 4-H program in 
Oldham County, and 
she strives to make 
sure all families and 4-H 
members feel welcomed 
into the program.

Karen Fangman
Commendable Service

Rita Wilson has served 
as the Office Manager 
for the Lubbock County 
Extension Office for 
the past 28 years. 
Throughout this time, 
Rita has worked with, 
trained and assisted over 
27 county Extension 
agents and support 
staff, plus numerous 
county and
state interns. Attention 
to detail, planning 
ahead, organization and 
resource management, 
are all skills that she 
has utilized to keep 
the Lubbock County 
Extension Office running 
smoothly.
Commitment and 
dedication are words 
that can be used to
describe Rita’s devotion 
to her job. Rita has been 
and continues to be asset 
to Lubbock County 4-H 
and a valued employee 
of the Lubbock County 
Extension Office.

Rita Wilson
Commendable Service

Colleen Carpenter 
has been working for 
Denton County AgriLife 
since 2014 and she 
hasn’t missed a beat 
since. Colleen has been 
instrumental in several 
of the office’s key 
programs – most
notably the Corinth 
Elementary outreach 
program and the Lake
Dallas Middle school 
project. The Corinth 
Elementary program
was also the very first 
Texas 4-H Champion 
School and the first
Healthy Texas 
Recognized School. 
From the Lake Dallas 
Middle School project, 
the first AgriLife school 
elective class in the state 
was created. Colleen 
does not just talk about 
things or think about 
things, she gets things 
done! She truly makes 
the best better for the 
residents of Denton 
County.

Colleen Carpenter
Commendable Service
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When you think of 
Creative Awards, a few 
things come to
mind such as 
dependable, reliable 
and service above all. 
The Rode family has 
spent years building a 
business full of love,
hard work, and genuinely 
good, hard-working 
people. Between 
providing awards for 
countless livestock 
shows and businesses 
across the country, their 
passion for this industry 
has never
wavered since 1992. 
Wayne and Sherry 
Rode, are more than
just business owners, 
when you work with 
Creative Awards,
you become a part of 
their extended family.

Rode Family, Creative Awards 
Citation for

Outstanding Service
Tina Warwick is an 
exceptional volunteer. 
She goes above and
beyond to ensure the 
STEM Ambassadors 
and all Texas 4-H
members have the best 
experience possible. 
She has devoted 
countless hours 
mentoring youth, driven 
thousands of miles
and made a positive 
impact on youth across 
the state. Her
level of selfless 
service, persistence, 
commitment, and 
passion to see youth 
succeed is a rare, but 
valuable quality. Tina
encourages youth to 
push themselves and 
strive to always do
their best. She is more 
than deserving to be 
recognized for her 
passion and dedication 
the Texas 4-H program.

Tina Warwick
Citation for 

Outstanding Service
When thinking of 
an outstanding 4-H 
alum, Shirley Haisler 
immediately comes to 
mind. Shirley was a 
4-H member in Denton 
County and moved away 
after college. When 
she got back to Denton 
County, she returned to 
the 4-H club she was a 
member of and renewed 
their efforts. She served 
as a 4-H
Club Leader for more 
than 30 years. She has 
also hosted 12
international exchange 
youth, created the 
Denton County Blue 
Ribbon Club, and 
served as a member 
of several Program 
Area Committees. Most 
notably, is her work with 
the Blue Ribbon club. 
Within a few years of 
the inception of the club, 
they started offering 
scholarships in 1989. To 
this day, Shirley is still 
involved and this year 
they are giving $26,000 
to Denton County 4-H 
and FFA members. 
Shirley Haisler has 
carried out the 4-H 
pledge.

Shirley Haisler
Texas 4-H Alumni

Cynthia Medina is most 
deserving of this award! 
She is the
q u i n t e s s e n t i a l 
outstanding 4-H alumni 
– sharing her head, 
heart, hands and health 
with the members of her 
club to ensure that the 
tradition of 4-H stands 
strong. Cynthia has
great ideas, loves 
everything 4-H, works 
hard and is intentional
in guiding our members 
to find balance 
within 4-H. She has 
encouraged the Spring 
Branch 4-H members 
to try new things, find 
their passion, then plan 
and practice in order to 
be the best possible at 
whatever it is they chose 
to pursue. Her 4-H club
unanimously agrees 
that Cynthia Medina be 
acknowledged for
her good, positive efforts 
to keep our members 
and their families 
connected and inspired 
throughout the past 
couple of years. We 
are all so thankful and 
appreciative of all of her 
efforts, and salute her 
for her excellence as a 
Texas 4-H Alumni!

Cynthia Medina
Texas 4-H Alumni
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Reflections of 
inclusion

Photo by: Harold Oberg III, Wise County, Details & Macro Champion

AT 4-H CAMP
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AT 4-H CAMP
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Summer camp is a unique experience in an adolescents’ life where many lessons are learned. Gaining 
independence, interacting with new peers, and of course, two-stepping, are just a few benefits of attending Texas 4-H Camp.

Mission Possible has been held at the Texas 4-H Center for many years as an inclusive camp for youth with and without 
disabilities to co-mingle and “camp” together. During the summer of 2022, the need to expand geographically met the need to 
provide an improved experience with those campers at the brand new “South Texas Camp.”

“The South Texas camp was our initiative, with support from the Texas 4-H Foundation, to expand our 4-H camping programs into 
different regions of the state so that we could expand our reach and get more kids to camp,” Texas 4-H Center Director, Melvin 
Atkinson, said. “In the process, since that south Texas camp was going to be held at Morgan’s Wonderland, which is a facility that 
is built specifically for campers with disabilities in an inclusive environment so they can house campers with or without disabilities, 
we transitioned our Mission Possible camp to be held there as well.”

The new South Texas Camp was held in San Antonio, Texas, at Morgan’s Wonderland August 1-5, 2022, as an immersive 
experience for ALL youth. 

“It allows us to have a completely inclusive camp for campers with disabilities and those without. They get to participate in 
the same things with each other, whereas when we were doing Mission Possible Camp here at the 4-H Center, they were still 
separated in some activities,” Atkinson said. “This allowed us to provide a better service for those campers with disabilities, make 
it an inclusive environment, and even make life easier and more efficient for our staff.”

Morgan’s Wonderland Camp was designed in 2010 as a camp where ALL youth can play and explore typical camping activities. 

“In addition to our staff that are trained on youth development and facilitating camp, they [Morgan’s Wonderland Camp] have a 
full-time staff that are trained specifically for campers with disabilities and that’s a great benefit for us to have,” Atkinson said. “The 
facilities are brand new so they have been constructed with ADA compliance and beyond.”

Some of the features that make the camp so unique include: a common area with laundry services in between each set of 
sleeping lodges, handicap accessible showers in every dorm restroom, ADA compliant equine activities and bicycles, an 
accessible high ropes course and zip line, a zero entry pool and lazy river, additional lifeguards, a wheelchair accessible archery 
range, indoor and air-conditioned art and recreation rooms, a wheelchair accessible amphitheater, and a golf cart or tram to 
transport campers, just to name a few. 
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“We know that Morgan’s Wonderland can 
provide better for the kids as the facility is built 
specifically for that. So, moving forward, our 
plans are that we will be doing our Mission 
Possible camp at Morgan’s Wonderland,” 
Atkinson said. “In doing it this year and talking to 
some of the adults and the parents, they realize 
what Morgan’s Wonderland can do for their kids 
versus the traditional program that we’ve done 
here.”

Atkinson mentioned that one camper with 
Down syndrome, Colton Whiteaker, has been 
attending Mission Possible at the Texas 4-H 
Center for years, and attended the inaugural 
South Texas Camp this past year. Not only was 
his Mom, Jessica Whiteaker, ecstatic about the 
closer proximity to their hometown, she “couldn’t 
have been happier” with the switch knowing that 
those facilities were “geared towards campers 
like her child.” 

“Just knowing that there was extra staff, not just 
the folks from 4-H, but also the staff members 
from Morgan’s Wonderland camp gave me an 
extra sense of security that he was cared for and 
I didn’t have to worry about him while he was 
gone.” Whiteaker said. “He loves camp so much. 
For months afterwards, he woke up every day 
and said, “Momma, go to camp?””

Whiteaker said that she appreciates not having 
to worry about Colton being cared for or loved 
well while he’s away at 4-H camp. She also 
credits 4-H for making the camp accessible 
to more families by keeping prices low, 
meaning more youth get to share the enriching 
experience.

“He loves every bit of it. He loves everything from going to the cafeteria to get meals, to getting to go swimming, to meeting 
new friends, and getting to do all of the different activities. He also just really loves the interaction that he gets to have with 
the friends and the people that are there,” Whiteaker said. “His camp experience is much like his neurotypical brothers when 
he goes to 4-H camp at Mission Possible.”

One of the most intriguing aspects of this camp is the inclusivity for campers with AND without disabilities, which provides a 
unique experience, as well as a superb learning opportunity.

“It was great seeing not just campers with disabilities enjoy themselves, but also seeing those other campers jump in and 
help out and be a great role model and helper for the staff and show those kids that they have a place that they can be loved 
on,” Atkinson said. “I noticed several of the campers stepping up and helping out and being a role model. Even though they 
were a peer, they tried to make sure everyone had a great time.” 

While camp dates aren’t yet set for 2023, plans are being made for the upcoming South Texas Camp and the Texas 4-H 
camp facilitators can’t wait to see the growth that is sure to come. 

“We want to fill it up this year. We’re going to start with a goal of 50 campers, but I would love to get to 75 or 100 campers.” 
Atkinson said. “And if a quarter of them have special needs, that’s great. We’ve got the capabilities to cover that and it will be 
great to have all of the campers together.” 

To learn more about sending a child to one of the many camps offered, supporting the Texas 4-H Center, or providing 
scholarships for more youth to attend camp, please visit texas4hcenter.tamu.edu or contact Melvin Atkinson at Melvin.
atkinson@ag.tamu.edu or 325-784-5482. 
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Agricultural Sciences – Kinsey Gardner, Coryell Co., D8
Beef – Miranda Skaggs, Brazos Co., D9
Citizenship & Civic Education – Faith Lauderdale, McLennan Co., D8 
Consumer Education – Rylie Carroll, Hopkins Co., D4
Dog Care & Training – Makenna Van Huss, Ellis Co., D8
Entomology – Erik Dieterich, Denton Co., D4
Fashion & Interior Design – Ashlynn Messer, Lubbock Co., D2
Food & Nutrition – Audrey Rathgeb, Collin Co., D4
Gardening & Horticulture – Gabriel Ramthun, Milam Co., D8
Goat – Sunny Cowley, Randall Co., D1
Health & Personal Safety – Bryan Perez, Starr Co., D12
Horse – Rylee King, Nueces Co., D11
Leadership – Tanner Owen, Randall Co., D1

Natural Resources – Floyd Smith, Uvalde Co., D10
Photography – Peyton Smith, Brazos Co., D9
Plant & Soil Science – Michael Chaloupka, Lubbock Co., D2
Poultry – Dalton Winkelmann, Washington Co., D11
Public Speaking – Ryleigh Whitaker, Eastland Co., D8
Rabbit – Hannah Fields, Randall Co., D1
STEM – Michael Trees, Tom Green Co., D7
Sheep – Avery Detten, Deaf Smith Co., D1
Shooting Sports – Hayden Hajovsky, Wilson Co., D10
Swine – Ashley Riddle, Clay Co., D3
Theatre & Performance Arts – James Garren III, Johnson Co., D8
Veterinary Science – Saylor Kvalheim, Johnson Co., D8

National Wool Judging Contest: 
Champion Team, Gillespie Co., D10 (Alexandria Sione, Justine Nimitz, 
Holt Geistweidt, Daniel Raab)
Reserve Champion Team, Val Verde Co., D6 (Paige Qualla, Margaret 
Zuberbueler, David Isaac, Samuel Isaac)

Great American Seafood Cook-off: 
Reserve Champion Team, Victoria Co., D11 (Macy Rae Cantu, Kade 
Kubecka, Maci Kolodziejcyk, Trapper Fuerbaucher)

State Fair of Texas National Food Challenge:
Champion Team, Johnson Co., D8 (Faran Atkins, Sarah LeBlanc, Emily 
Skelton, Callie Welty) 

All American Quarter Horse Congress 
Team Presentation Communications - Champion Team, Bee Co., D11 
(Ellie Daughtry, Addie Brown)
Horse Quiz Bowl – 7th Place Team, Collin Co., D4 (Charlee Proctor, 
Samantha Kitch, Sarah Muckelroy, Tessa Kendrick) 
Horse Quiz Bowl – 7th Place Team, Kendall Co., D11 (Anna Beth Muck, 
Corrie Smith, Lily Valentine, Elizabeth McFarland); 8th Place Individual 
ID Stations- Anne Beth Muck

ASKARBEN Livestock Judging:
Champion Team, Coryell Co., D8 (Kinsey Gardner, Costin Allison, Jenna 
Coward) 

American Royal Livestock Judging: 
Reserve Champion Team, Guadalupe Co., D10 (Holly Alderson, Mason 
Wurzbach – 3rd Place HP, 6th Place Reasons, 2nd Place Sheep/Goats, 
1st Place Swine, Haylyn Gembler, Dylan Reiley – 8th Place HP, 10th 
Place Reasons, 8th Place Sheep/Goats, 6th Place Swine)

American Royal Meat Judging:
Champion Team, Kendall Co., D10 (Anna Wyle - 1st Place HP, Caroline 
Holmes – 2nd Place HP, Karson Kurtz – 4th Place HP, Kelsey Pfeiffer – 
3rd Place HP)

North American International Livestock Exposition Livestock Skill-a-thon:
Champion Team, Randall Co., D1 (Barrett Bradshaw  - 6th Place HP, 
Alex Wilson – 3rd Place HP, Sunny Cowley, Tanner Owen – 7th Place 
HP)

North American International Livestock Exposition Livestock Judging: 
Reserve Champion Team, Washington Co., D11 (Chet Fritsch, Tanna 
Thiel, Waylon Hinze, Weston Hinze)

North American International Livestock Exposition Livestock Skill-a-thon:
8th Place Team, Runnels Co., D7 (Alexandria Kalina, Avery Flanagan, 
Benjamin Flanagan, Carly Taubert) 

National 4-H Poultry Contest:
Champion Team, Wilson Co., D10 (Daniel Lee – 1st Place HP, 1st 
Market Poultry, Blye Magnum – 6th Place HP, 2nd Past Production, 
Rance Magnum – 11th Place HP, 1st Place Past Production, Miguel 
Borrego – 13th Place HP)

National Western 4-H Roundup FCS Quiz Bowl:
Champion Team, Wilson Co., D10 (Luke Scribner – 1st Place HP, 
Logan Baker – 2nd Place HP, Michael Campos – 4th Place HP, Haden 
Hajovsky – 5th Place HP) 

National Western 4-H Roundup Horse Quiz Bowl:
3rd Place Team, Wise Co., D3 (Angelina Newbold – 3rd Place HP, 
Abigail Newbold – 8th Place HP, Katie Daniels, Cassidy Wilson)

National Western 4-H Roundup Livestock Quiz Bowl:
Champion Team, Austin Co., D11 (Brooke Diezi, Morgan Hesters – 1st 
Place HP, Stewart Poffenberger – 3rd Place HP, Emma Eckelberg – 4th 
Place HP)

National Western 4-H Roundup FCS Skillathon:
Champion Team, Lee Co., D9 (Emma Smith – 3rd Place HP, Emma 
Lyon – 1st Place HP, Mikayla Kothmann – 4th Place HP, Emme Dall-
meyer)

National Western 4-H Roundup Horse Judging:
4th Place Team, Coryell Co., D8 (Bracy Foote, Callie Goins – 6th Place 
Reasons, 5th Place HP, Irena Murphy, Kacy Maurer)

National Western 4-H Roundup Livestock Judging:
Champion Team, Brazos Co., D9 (Nathan Kerth – 1st Place HP, Kaitlyn 
Kotrla – 2nd Place HP, Karli Kaase – 3rd Place HP, Hayden Ben-
nett-4th Place HP)

National Western 4-H Roundup Parliamentary Procedure: 
Reserve Champion Team, Guadalupe Co., D10 (William Anderson, 
Megan Clark, Emily Kruse, Lauren Elley, Christian Bertling) 

National Western 4-H Roundup Public Speaking:
Champion, Bell Co., D8 (Alexandria Harris)

National Western 4-H Roundup FCS Presentation:
Champion, Walker Co., D9 (Katie Phillips)

National Western 4-H Roundup Fashion Revue - Purchased:
Reserve Champion, Brazos Co., D9 (Peyton Smith)
3rd Place, Collin Co., D4 (Ainsley Schraeder) 

National Western 4-H Roundup Fashion Revue - Construction:
Reserve Champion, Briscoe Co., D1 (Lindee Miller)
7th Place, Cameron Co., D12 (Carissa Cantu) 

2021 Recordbook Winners

2021-22 Nat ional Champ ions
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BLUEBERRY LEMON CHEESCAKE JARS 

Pey t o n  S mi th ,  B razo s  Co un t y,  Di s t r i c t  9
Prep time: 20 minutes, Cook time: 5 minutes, Cost: $1.07/serving

Lemon Blueberry Filling:
4 cups blueberries
1/3 cup maple syrup
zest from half a lemon
1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice
1 tablespoon water
1 tablespoon cornstarch

Cheesecake Filling:
8 ounces cream cheese, softened
5 ounces plain Greek yogurt
2 tablespoons maple syrup
zest from half a lemon
2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice

Graham Cracker Almond Crust:
5 ounces lightly salted almonds
9 full-sized graham crackers
3 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted
1/4 teaspoon salt

Lemon Blueberry Filling
Add blueberries, syrup, lemon zest, lemon juice, and salt to a saucepan over low-medium heat. Sauté for 
5 minutes, gently stirring. Mix cornstarch and water in a small bowl. As the berries form a sauce, add the 
cornstarch mixture and cook for a few more minutes until the sauce has thickened. Let the berries cool.

Cheesecake Filling
Add cream cheese, yogurt, maple syrup, lemon zest, and lemon juice in an electric mixer and combine.

Graham Cracker Almond Crust
Add the almonds to a food processor and blend until the nuts are crushed very fine. Pour into a bowl. 
Finely crush graham crackers in the food processor. Mix the graham crackers, nuts, and salt. Drizzle 
melted butter and stir until completely mixed.

To Assemble
Pack down 1/3 cup of crust into six 8-ounce mason jars. Add 1/3 cup of cream 
cheese mixture into each jar and gently shake to settle the layer evenly. Top off 
jars with the blueberry sauce and chill.

Food Show 
State Champion
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BROCCOLI CAULIFLOWER SALAD 
Madi s o n  Moran ,  Wash ing t o n  Co un t y,  Di s t r i c t  1 1
Prep time: 35 minutes, Cook time: N/A, Cost: $1.65/serving 

1 head cauliflower, broken into florets
1 bunch broccoli, cut into bite-sized pieces
1/4 cup chopped onion
1 ounce jar pimientos, drained
1 - 8 ounce can water chestnuts, drained and 
sliced
1 - 16 ounce can kidney beans, drained 

Dressing:
1/3 cup vinegar
1/4 cup granulated sugar
1/2 cup salad dressing 
1/3 cup vegetable oil

Topping:
1 cup sharp cheddar cheese, grated
1/2 cup crumbled bacon bits

Rinse cauliflower and broccoli with water.  Break head of cauliflower into florets and cut broccoli into bite-
sized pieces. Combine cauliflower and broccoli with chopped onion, pimiento, water chestnuts and kidney 
beans into a large bowl. Set aside. To make the dressing, dissolve sugar in vinegar and mix well. Add 
salad dressing and oil; mix.  Drizzle over vegetables and chill.  Before serving, sprinkle topping of cheese 
and bacon bits over vegetables. This salad can be prepared up to 24 hours before serving; however hold 
the topping until serving time. This dish should be refrigerated when not serving and can be stored in 
airtight container in fridge for up to 3 days. Yields 8 servings.

Food Show 
State Champion
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“Colton’s Down Syndrome 
has never limited his ability to 
participate in 4-H activities,” 

Jessica said. “So, whether it ’s that 
we go to the lamb and goat club, 
or we just go around town to do 

different things with 4-H, he is 
always welcomed and included.” 
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Located in south central Texas, Kendall County AgriLife Extension provides the typical opportunities for 4-H youth in 
the community. But beyond the monthly meetings and record books, Kendall County 4-H is also home to a non-profit organization 
focused on finding a deeper purpose in raising livestock.

Colton Whiteaker is a joy-filled teenager who doesn’t let Down Syndrome stop him from participating in his favorite youth 
development program. However, certain aspects of showing livestock do require assistance for him, so his Mom, Jessica 
Whiteaker, and a team of supporters stepped up to create opportunity for not only Colton, but for all youth with special needs in 
their community.

“Our family, and other families, founded a non-profit in Kendall County called “Show Partners,” Jessica said. “We are a 501(c)(3) 
organization and the initial funding came from Colton’s first year of showing, actually.”

In their initial effort for Colton to become involved with the livestock show, they found a family to provide the needed space and 
support for Colton to be successful with his first goat project. 

“Word got around in our sweet little community that there was a kid with special needs showing and that any proceeds from the 
animal would go towards helping other kids with special needs show,” Jessica said. “In his first year of showing in 2018, he sold 
his goat for over $20,000 at our county show. We, as well as several other families in the community, took that and started our 
non-profit.”

There are now 12-15 special needs youth who participate in the program each year, but those aren’t the only youth who benefit 
from the enriching experience.

“They’re matched with neurotypical kids in our county to help raise their animal and give them that show experience,” Jessica 
said. “Then, the money that they sell for goes back into continuing our program and we are then able to provide funds for things 
that those families need.”

Texas 4-H works to continuously improve and increase inclusive opportunities for all youth. Programs like Show Partners across 
the state provide experiences for youth like Colton year-round. 

“Colton’s Down Syndrome has never limited his ability to participate in 4-H activities,” Jessica said. “So, whether it’s that we go to 
the lamb and goat club, or we just go around town to do different things with 4-H, he is always welcomed and included.” 

Show Partners is active on Facebook as a way for people to learn more or provide support. The Kendall County Junior Livestock 
Show featuring Show Partners, or what Jessica considers the “most rewarding thing she does every year” will be held in January 
2023.

SHOW PARTNERS
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VOLUNTEERS

550+ ADULTS 242 YOUTH
$2.9 MILLION

SCHOLARS
PARTICIPANTS

1,463 YOUTH
50 CONTESTS

LEAD ACADEMY

EVENTS

STATISTICS

Texas 4-H Roundup is the pinnacle competitive event in the Texas 4-H Youth Development Program. The 
2022 theme was Amplify Your Impact, where the Texas 4-H Council members and leadership team worked 
to create an exciting event for all. Held June 6-9, 2022, in Bryan/College Station, Texas 4-H Roundup was 

an opportunity to network, compete, learn, grow, and have fun for participants from around the state. 



Fashion Show Construction-Refashion:
Avery Meredith, Burnet Co D7

Fashion Show Natural Fiber-Cotton:
Maggie Landry, Jefferson Co D9

Fashion Show Natural Fiber-Wool/Mohair:
Emily Shaw, Travis Co D10

Food Show-Appetizer:
Jayden Ingalls, Bexar Co D10

Food Show-Healthy Dessert
Peyton Smith, Brazos Co D9

Food Show-Main Dish:
Rebecca Catlin, Brazos Co D9

Food Show-Side Dish:
Madison Moran, Washington Co D11

Horse Quiz Bowl:
Team- Brazoria Co D9 (Isabelle Hildebrandt, Kara Hernandez, Keira 
Short, Rachel Wilson)
Individual- Isabelle Hildebrandt, Brazoria Co D9

Livestock Quiz Bowl: 
Team - Randall Co D1
Individual – Kyler Wendt, Brazos Co D9

Livestock Skill-A-Thon:
Team – Gillespie Co D10 (Addison Hahn, James Jenschke, Landri 
Ottmers, Layton Beyer) 
Individual – Luke Sanders, Brazos Co, D9

Leaders 4 Life:
Guadalupe Co D10 (Morgan Carnes, Kage Herfurth, Luke Anderson, 
Haylee Keyser, Kase Kelso, Justin Braune)

Photography Judging:
Team – Scurry Co D2 (Whitley Anderson, Cooper Caswell, Allie Gullett, 
Molly Herring) 
Individual – Whitley Anderson Scurry Co D2

Range & Pasture Grass ID:
Team – Milam Co D8 (Joseph Hollas, Jenna Lindig, Ryan Luckey, Jason 
Ponnalya)
Individual – Joseph Hollas, Milam Co D8

Indoor Rifle Match:
Team - Burnet Co. D7 (Bethany Butler, Elijah Butler, Carson Moore, 
Elizabeth Lilly)
Individual – Camryn Camp, Hill Co. D8

Agriculture Product Identification:
Team – Starr Co. D12 (Kaylon Ramon, Juan Rocha, Aylin Gonzalez)
Individual – Kaylon Ramon, Starr Co. D12

Archery Compound-Unaided:
Layne Horak, Comal Co D10

Archery-NASP:
Aubree Harp, Cass Co D4

Archery-Compound Aided:
Kaeden Pruitt, Madison Co D9

Archery-Recurve:
Blair Dahl, Hartley Co D1

Archery-Barebow:
William Anderson, Guadalupe Co D10

Family & Community Health Quiz Bowl:
Team – Collin Co D4
Individual – Collin Callagher, Collin Co D4

Fashion Show Buying-Business Interview Attire:
Chambre Clawson, Swisher Co D2

Fashion Show Buying-Fantastic Fashions:
Gianna Aldrett, Fort Bend Co D9

Fashion Show Buying-Semi Formal to Formal:
Berkley Carver, Hale Co D2

Fashion Show Buying-Special Interest: 
Rylie Carroll, Hopkins Co D4

Fashion Show Construction-Everyday Living:
Kaitlyn Carruth, Aransas Co D11

Fashion Show Construction-Theatre/Costume:
Aubrey Rosser, Angelina Co D5

Fashion Show Construction-Semi Formal to Formal:
Carissa Cantu, Cameron Co D12

CONTEST WINNERS

SEEING THE 4-H MEMBERS COMPETE AND HAVE FUN | MEETING NEW PEOPLE AND SEEING 
MY FRIENDS | NETWORKING WITH 4-H’ERS AND OTHER AGENTS | THE CHANCE TO CONNECT 

WITH OTHER 4-H FAMILIES FROM ACROSS THE STATE | THE FRIENDSHIPS MADE | THE 
FAMILIES COMING TOGETHER | THE OPPORTUNITY TO SEE FRIENDS AND COWORKERS 

AND HELP IGNITE THE PASSION AND EXCITEMENT AMONG THE YOUTH FOR 4-H | DANCES | 
WORKSHOP OPPORTUNITIES | COMPETITION

EXPERIENCES
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Photo by: Henry Oberg, Wise County, People Champion Photo by: Gianna Gulding, Nueces County, Leading Line 
Champion

Photo by: Mia Meehan, Johnson County, Plant/Flora Champion
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Photo by: Ryan Graves, Fannin County, Animals-Wildlife 
Champion

Photo by: Kinley Helpert, McLennan County, Animals-
Domestic Champion

Photo by: Audrey Schmidt, Washington County, My 
Hometown (Theme) Champion

Photo by: Abigail Hill, Lavaca County, Shadow/Silhouette 
Champion 45
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Photo by: Rykin McCown, Scurry County, Catch All Champion

4-H Beyond 
	 the Galaxy
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4-H ST EM is more than robots 
and video cameras. This diverse project reaches not 
just beyond the horizon, but beyond the galaxies. 

The Texas 4-H Night at Nasa was held March 5-6, 
2022, at the NASA Johnson Space Center in Houston 
for 120 4-H members and their families. AgriLife 
Extension 4-H STEM Specialist, Derrick Bruton, led 
and organized the event. 

“This was an event for 4-H members to get a firsthand 
look at the aerospace industry. We kicked it off with 
a presentation and Q&A from astronaut William 
McArthur. Johnson Space Center staff conducted 
some different STEM lessons with the kids, focused 
on aerospace activities,” Bruton said. “For the 
overnight portion, families pitched tents underneath 
the rockets and space shuttle outside. The next 
morning, we went on a tram tour of the international 
space station and Rocket City and families took self-
guided tours of the exhibits in the space center.”

The 4-H Aerospace project has been offered for many years, but has lacked participation in recent 
years. Bruton and the Texas 4-H STEM Ambassadors, who helped host the event, hope that events 
like this will bring some life back into the program. 

“There’s a lot of things that really sparked it – the history of us doing it in the past, plus the current 
state of the space race right now,” Bruton said. “With the renewed interest and activity in the space 
program with Space X and some of the new NASA launches, we wanted to re-expose our 4-H 
members to the aerospace industry and kind of get us going to re-kickoff the aerospace program.”

Bruton said the participants gained a “greater appreciation of the space industry,” and potentially 
some career path interest for the future. 

“Most importantly, though, we wanted them to be engaged in some STEM activities to reinforce the 
things they’re being taught in school,” Bruton said. “Whether or not they go into the aerospace field, 
it’s important to build that foundation of science, technology, engineering, or math.”

The event is currently being planned to happen again in the spring of 2023 and more information 
will be released soon. Bruton has high hopes for the outcome of this program not only for the youth 

involved, but the future of the 4-H 
relationship with NASA.

“What we hope will come out of it is 
that the Space Center has longer, 
more advanced programs for youth. 
We hope that this is kind of the kick 
off to get inspired to pursue it a little 
bit more,” Bruton said. “If they’re 
really interested in this project area 
or career field, they hopefully will 
have that opportunity to expand their 
knowledge and interest a little more 
to see if that’s what they really want 
to do.” 

47



Montza Williams, EdD – State 4-H Program Director
Charlotte Hold – Assistant to the 4-H Program Director
Melvin Atkinson – Texas 4-H Center Director
Jana Barrett – Extension Program Specialist I: 4-H
Garry Branham – Extension Program Specialist I: District 7 4-H 
Derrick Bruton - Extension Program Specialist III: 4-H STEM 
Misty Cathey – Information Technology Professional
Natalie Cervantes - Extension Program Specialist I: District 10 
4-H
Callie Cline - Extension Program Specialist I: 4-H Marketing & 
Communications
Julie Gardner, PhD - Extension Program Specialist II: Family & 
Community Health
Dottie Goebel, PhD - Extension Program Specialist I: 4-H 
Livestock & Agriculture
Hannah Grove - Business Coordinator II: Accounts Payable
Seth Hall - Extension Program Specialist I: District 3 4-H
Laura Huebinger, PhD - Extension Program Specialist III: 4-H 
Volunteers
Cory Hundl - Extension Program Specialist: District 9 4-H
Larry Hysmith - Extension Program Specialist I: 4-H Natural 
Resources
Darlene Locke, PhD – Assistant Professor & Extension 
Specialist: 4-H
Megan Logan - Extension Program Specialist I: 4-H Leadership 
& Citizenship
Jill Markley - Business Coordinator II: Accounts Receivable

Texas 4-H Youth Development 
Foundation Staff
David White – President & CEO
Kelly Gideon – Scholarships & Alumni
Meredith Born – Alliances & Partnerships 

Texas 4-H Center Staff
Melvin Atkinson – Texas 4-H Center Director 
Alec Kiser - Events Coordinator
Dana Cross - Business Coordinator
Christy Simmons - Business Coordinator
Heather Edgar – Food Service Manager
Mike Stewart - Facilities Coordinator

Angela McCorkle - Extension Program Specialist II: 4-H 
Fashion & Interior Design
Jheri-Lynn McSwain, PhD - Extension Program Specialist I: 
District 5 4-H
Megan Parr - Extension Program Specialist: District 8 4-H
Larry Perez - Extension Program Specialist I: 4-H Shooting 
Sports
Kelley Ranly - Extension Program Specialist I: 4-H Livestock & 
Agriculture
Roxanna Reyna-Islas - Extension Program Specialist II: 4-H
Luis Saldana - Extension Program Specialist I: District 12 4-H
David Smith - Extension Program Specialist I: 4-H Water
Amber Walden - Extension Program Specialist I: District 6 4-H
Bailee Wright - Extension Program Specialist I: District 2 4-H
Denita Young - Extension Program Specialist I: District 4 4-H
Billy Zanolini, PhD – Assistant Professor & Extension 
Specialist: 4-H Livestock & Agriculture
Student Employees: Lauren Benson, Connor Cook, Hannah 
Czajkowski, Bailey Lyon, Meghan Mangold, Kennedy Marshall, 
Alex Smith, Rachel White, Ty Ryan Wilson

Rural Student Success 
Initiative Staff
Maria Luna-Torres, PhD – Project Director 
Shelby Behm - Extension Program Specialist
Arnulfo Gonzalez - Extension Program Specialist I

Texas 4-H Youth Development Program Faculty

the 
fire starters...

Photo by: Rykin McCown, Scurry County, Food Champion
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4-H 4 More is the new marketing campaign to be used across the 
state of Texas, in hopes of increasing Texas 4-H membership. We 
will be using the slogan over the next two to three years as a way to 

encourage new members to join the program. 

We believe all youth can find their spark in 
4-H, they just have to be introduced to it first. 

Join us in creating 4-H opportunity for more youth by inviting 
four more youth into the program. We’re challenging each 4-H 

member or friend of 4-H to invite four friends to join 4-H.
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4-H is in bloom...

PLANT YOUR PLANT YOUR 
SEEDS TODAY.SEEDS TODAY.


